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~not so much a rhyning of . as it was a rhytiua of

Job.is one of,phe,oldest Looks in the wor}d -

LESS0I O

THE MOST PATIEUT AND INMPATIENT MAN IN THE BIBLE
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INTRODUCTION TO DOOKE OF POETRY

With this lesson, you are beginning a study of the five 0ld Testament

boolks of POETRY. You must Leep in mind, however, that Hebrew poetry was

(it is sometimes called parallelism). To seec that this is poetry, you
need to look at these books in socue translation other than the King James
Version. (It should also be kept in wmind that these are not the only 01d

Testament books which contain poetry, but they are the wmain ones.)

f THE BOOK OF JO2

rand maybe the oldest. It

refers to early events in God's dealing with man, but there is no

.reference to the people of Israel and their laws. The only reference to

idolatry is the worship of the (31:258-22), which began very

-early. Job's religion is that of the patriarchs (compare Job 1:5 with

Gen. 12:7b; 12:4). And the length of Job's life is about that of
Abrahan's father, so this would place him very early indeed in the
history of mankind. Dased on Job 1:2-4 and 42:13-1%, what. would you
guecss his age to be? :

The setting of the book is the land of , (1:1). We are not sure
where this was; some think it was between ;Palestine and Arabia.

The book is one of the greatest ever writtem. The problem with which it

deals is ever old - and ever new. It is the problem of .

You will notice that, in our lesson title, we refer to Job as "the most

patient and impatient man in the Bible." Job is known as a wman of

patience. James says, "Ye have heard of the of

_(Janes 5:11). . But what does "patience" mean? Many think it means .to

:"HEE(LY" AGCEPT anything :that comes. Read Job 3315113 Q:bg 103215 1431

(and similar passages) and answer this question: Did.Job accept without

question all that happened to him? . . The .Bible meaning of the word

"o . . . .
- "patience" is. RN L wwr . j.incspite of mot being able

to understand!

(1)



6.

10.

11.

12,

BACKGROUIID T0 JOB'S SUFFERING (Chapters 1 and 2)

There are three parts to the book of Job. The first two chapters are a
sort of background. The next 32 1/3 chapters are a debate between Job

and his "friends" and the last 2/3 chapter is the conclusion. Look at

these first two chapters in a more modern translation; are they written

in prose or poetry?

Kead chapter 1 and be prepafed to give a summary of it in class. 1In this
chapter, Job loses all he has. HNote, however, his attitude: "Haked came
I out of my mother's wbmb,'and naked shall I return thither: the
~, and the
be the ) ‘ "

(1:21). Isn't that a wonderful sentiment?

w©o

In chapter 2, Job himself is smitten (some think vhat he had was a form

of leprosy coupled with elephantiasis). His wife loses faith, but again

notice Job's attitude: "What? Shall we

at the : s and shall we not

?" (2510). Even though he thought God was personally
responsible, he did not lose faith! '
Finally, three of Job's "friends" came to “"comfort" him. They were

; , and (2311). YLater, Job

says " are ye all" (15:2).

I'm afraid they were too much like we are.

They are silent for days (2:13) and then they begin their
"comforting." @ven though this is theoretically just three friends com-
forting another, it seems to take the form of a public discussion (almost
a debate). The speeches may have been written out (13:26 may refer to
this) and a considerable amount of time is apparently involved (7:3).

The rhetoric, etc., would indicate that what follow are not imprbmptu

speeches, but carefully blanned ones.
DISCUSSION OF JOBR'S SUFFERIUG BEGUN (Chapters 3-21)
The next 30 1/3 chapters are in the form of a debate. We will study 12

of them in this lesson and finish them in the next. Check a modern

translation; is this "debate" written in prose or poetry?

It is not always easy to see the point being made in each speech. The
nmain line of thought, however, seems to be this: The "comforters" say
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accusation: '"Cause me to underscand

that Job's trials are a result of his sins, that righteous people are not

so punished, and if Job doesn't admit it, this adds another sin - that of

~ hypocrisy. On the other hand, Job insists that his suffering is in no

- way connected with personzl sin. He pleads his innocence and points out

that the wicked often prosper while the inmnocent suffer. According to

4257, wvhich was basically right? . (However you will notice,

as the debate progresses, that Job gets in trouble. In hiis protesting he
seeris to begin putting more emphasis on his own goodness than on God's

grace.)
FIRST CYCLE OF SPELCHES (Chapters 3-14)¢

Job begins the discussion (chapter 3). In it,.he.wishes he were

(vs. 11). ' '

Eliphaz is next {(chapters 4 and 5). He accuses Job of being'sinful, for
"whoever s being B ? or where were the

" (427).

Job amswers Eliphaz (chapters 6 and 7) and challenges hin to prove his

;" (6324). Job says Eliphaz' words "are as
y P

(6:26).

kNext Iildad speaks (chapter 8). He says Job's words are "like a

" (vs. 2). He says Job wust be a wicked
man for "God will not a
" (vs. 20).

In Job's answer (chapters © and 10), he points out that God "destroyeth

the and the " (9:22). He says

that his so-called friends are discouraging him (2:31) and that he is
"Full of - " (10:15).

Zophar is the last of his "friends" to speak (chapter 11). Did he think

Job was a very honest person? (note vs. 3).

Job begins his answer (chapters 12-14) by saying sarcastically:s "lo

doubt but ve are s and
" (12:2). TFor the first time he

notes that he had rather order his case befote God (1353), and again re-
affirms his faiths. "Though he ' ‘ |, yet will T
" (13215). o

IS
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SECOMD CYCLE OF SPEECHES (Chapters 15-21):

Eliphaz begins his second speech (chapter 15) by saying he believed Job

had filled "his belly with the " (vs. 2) (in other

words, that he was a wind-bag). _
In Job's reply (chapters 16 and 17), he comments on what kind of comfor-
ters they are (14:2) and then again says, "Oh that one might plead...
with " (16:21). Before too long he is going to get this wish -
to his chagrin.

Bildad comes back (chapter 18) aad wonders: "How long will it be ere ye

make an : " (vs. 2). In his speech, he

tries to scare Job with the terrors of hell.

Job now (chapter 19) pleads for pity: '"Have upon me, have

upon me,; 0 ye 3 for the .,

(vs. 21). NOTE: JOB'S WORDS IN VERSES 25 AND 24 ARE AMONG THE HMOST
RUMARKABLE IN THE BOOK. 1In l4:14, Job had asked the question: "If a man

, shall he . . ?" How he seems to

answer his own question: "For I know that my Redeemer liveth...and

though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet

"y

In Zophar's second speech (chapter 20), he speculates that Job's bones

night be "full of the of his " (vs. 11) - in

other words, soemthing Job has even forgotten about.
But Job (chapter 21) again points out that in this life "the wicked

, becone s yea, are in "

(vs. 7), that it is in the hereafter that they will get their just due:

"the wicked is reserved to the i

(vs. 30). Therefore sin and sorrow do not necessarily go hand in hand in

the here-and-now.
FOR DISCUSSION (as time permits)
This book gives some interesting insights into the workings of Satan.
What can you learn from chapters 1 .and 2 about his operations?
Some common expressions originated with this book. Some of them are in

45155 8373 19320. Can you find others?

(4)
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t does this book have to say about the brevity of life? (llote 7343

w1

Tha
HESH
What practical lessons can we gain from this book about hov to comfort

325,263 1431,2 and otlier passages.)

e

other people (and how it should not be done)?
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LESS0ON THO
JOB: GOD'S ANSWER TO A KMOTTY PROBLEH

REVIEW

Last week we began a study of the book of Job. We noted that it deals

with one of life's greatest problemss The problem of .
13

~Our lesson ended during the "debate" between Job and his "friends," who
were supposed -to be "comforting" him. Ilis friends were saying that Job's

troubles were the result of his . Did Job agree? ;

This week we will conclude the "debate" and then note the answer God

COUTIHUATION OF DI SCUSSI0N OF JOB'3 SUFFIRING
(Chapters 22-6235)

IRD CYCLE OF SPEECHES (Chapters 22-31):

in Dliphaz's third speech (chapter 22), he accuses Job of some specific
sias (vs. 6,7,%) and then says: "Therefore -

and

(vs. 10).

Chiapters 23 and 24 are Job's eighth speech AND HERE I3 WHERE B "GETS
I TROUBLE." 1Ile has been wanting hiis chance to plead his case before

God. UVow listen to him: '"Oh that I

(God)! That I might
! I would

, and

. I would

s and

(23:3-5).

Bildad's third speech (chapter 25) is very short. lle just asks: "How...

can man be o ?7"(vs. &4). Six verses and hLe's
finished. (And Zophar doesn't even take his third time! o
: Job's final answer is the 1ongest of ali"(thapters 26-31).  He again em-

‘ phas izes his Dasic faith in God. After asklﬂg the questlon,'"whence then

.. cometh® - : R 'And Where la the place of "(23:20),

(6)
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He rightly answers: ‘'The ) of the , that is ’

and to ' is " (28:

23). But at the same time, he still insists om his own integrity: '"Let

me he in an , that nay know

P (31:6).

He denies the ciarges brought against him earlier by Eliphaz (31:16-21)

‘and says, in effect; "Let dire thiings happen to me if these things are

(& 2s

not so." (To what dire thing did he refer in 231:227 ' )

Agdin he says "My desire is that - would

" (31:35). Chapter 31 concludes by saying:s "The words of

are ' " (ys. 40b).

At this point, a fifth party enters the discussion. His name is

(22:2). He is a man (in age) (32:4,6). He claims to be the

(or intercessor) that Job had wanted (compare ©:33 with

33:6) and he claims to "speak on behalf" (36:2)! Evidently
he felt God was getting the "worst of it" in all speeches.
Zlihu's long speechi does contain some splendid passages on the greatness

and majesty of God. He affirms "that is than

" (23:12). e continues the thought in 36:2&: "Behold,

s and

neither can

M In 3735, he states: "God thundereth narvelously

with his voice; ’

" And in the same chapter: "Touch-

~ing the Almighty, we ' ' s He

°

is , and. . , and
" (37:23).

There are various viewpoints about Elihu. Some think he was an angel

“(even though he is specifically. identified as a human being - 32:2; Gen.

22:21). Some think he was what he claimed to be ~ an intercessor and
that he spoke by inspiration. It seems to your author, that while he
rightly exalts the sovereignty of God, that he still ends up with the
sape erroneous conclusion as the three "friends": He says Job had "added

unto his " (34:37) and insists that if men

obey and serve God, "they shall spend their days in "

(36:11), but if they don't obey Him "they shall by the

sword" (36:12). But regardless of how you view Elinu himself, his speech
does serve as a transition and ushers in the "speech" of God Himself!

(7
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GOD SPEAKS TO JOB OUT OF A WHIRLWIND (CHapters 28-42:5):

S

Job had wanted a chaunce to "talk things over with God" AND WOV HE GOT

"

Miile Job had maintained his Dasic faith in God (M'T will trust Him no

matter what He does to me"), he had come to feel that God was doing this

to him personally and that he was somehow being treated unjustly.
Regarding these attitudes, God said Job had "darkened counsel by words

1] ')pgg)

God, is now going to show Job that he was not quite as smart as he thought

he was. God says: "Gird up now thy loins - 5
for I will demand of thee, and "
(33:3),

God begins asking Job a series of guestions =~ many of vhich we still

can't answer. FHe first of all asks Job questions in the areas of

and (38:4-33). He then asks
Job questioms in the area of (38:30-39:30). All
-together,; He asks Job about different questions. He con-

cludes by saying: "He that reproveth God, let
o (40:2),
And hwo does Job make out on the "examination®™? Summarize his "answer”

in 40:3-5:

God then asks Job two last sets of quéstionsg About the

(40:15) (the hippopotamus?) and the ' (41:51) (the

crocodile?).

There was but one 6oﬁc1usioﬁ”tﬁét Job could reachs GOD IS HOLY AND MAN
I8 BOTHING; who therefore is maﬁ:téugﬁeéfioﬁ'Cod?! Read all of 42:1-6
and then complete these blanksvfrbm the 2nd and 6th verses: ‘"I know that

thou ';“and that

.ooo.Wherefore I

s and

WM Of ‘what did Job repent?

[




17'

22.

239

24,

JOB VINDICATED ANID RE~IRSTATED (Chapter 42:7-17)

We come now to the sequel to the "debate." If you will check a wodern

translation, you will notice that the last 11 verses of this book are

"~ written in (prose or poetry?).

God had answered Job in chapters 40 and 41. WNow He answers the three

"friends"s '"The Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My is

kindled against thee, and against thy M (vs. 7).

What did they have to do to have their sinfulness removed?

(vs. 3,9).

What did God then do for Job?

(vs. 18b). Did Job also have twice

as many children as before? (compare 1:2 and 42:13). Tiow much

longer did Job live after all tliese things? (vs. 156).
WHAT IS GOD'S ANSWER
Having surveyed the book of Job, let us now see if we can come to some

conclusion on the message of the book. The purpose of the book is to

explore the problem of ...but what answer to the

problem does the book give?

Negatively, the answer is easy to sees The book declares that there is
not always a dirgct'felationship between and suffering.
Positively, however, the answer is a little harder to see. ‘Basically,
the message of the book seems to be this: First of all, GOD.IS OVER ALL
AMD COMTROLLING ALL; there is purpose in everything. After all, was
there not a redson”behind Job's suffering?
Second (and ho&”iépéftanc is this point!)s TVEN THOUGH THCRE IS PURPOSE
I EVERYTHING, MALl IS5 HOT WISE ENOUGH TO ALWAYS SER THE PURPOSE. This

seems to be the main point of the questions asked by God in chapters 40
and 41. Is man wise enough to even understand the things about him - the

things he can see, feel, etc.? How then can he be presump-

tuous enough to think he can understand the ways of God?!l

Thirdly, then, what a man needs to do is TRUST Il GOD regardless of what
happens ~ trust that things will “turn out all right" even when so
believing goes against all human reason and wisdom! When Job did this,

what was the end result?

(42:12a).
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It will e readily admitted that this auswer is not particularly
satisfying to the intellect. If you want a more intellectual ansver, you
can go to dozeus of good books written by good men as they plumbd the
question of "Uuy? Why do good people suffer?" And they can give some
very good reasons. Dut, after you get all the best answers written by
wen, WHEN TRAGEDY STRIKES II YOUR oWl HOME AWD LIFE, then INTELLECT goes

out the window, and all that is left is (11 Cor. 5:7)!

The only ansver left is that given in the book of Job.
FOR DISCUS3SION (as time permits)
The book of Job has been czlled by some "a hook on nature." Discuss the

following verses: 20375 30:19,22,31,32,35,

What are some of the reasons "why men suffer"?

(10)






© LESS0OLl THRER
THE PSALMS AWD JEWISH PORTRY

BACKGROUND ON THE PSALHHS

- With this lesson, we are heginning a brief study of the book of Psalms -

-the most-loved hookt in the 0ld Testament. The word "psalms™ just means

. This served Israel as both "prayerbook" and "hyanal,"

and was used for both private and public worship.

e generally think of these as 'the Psalms of ;"' although

e did not write them all. We, however, was the chief writer and
possibly the chief compiler. II Samuel 23:1 refers to him as "the

of Israel.” And in Luke 20:42, we find

this reference: “ Limself saith in the book of

oe."” We could head this lesson "The Sweet Psalmist of

~Israel™ because most of the psalms we will study at this time were writ-

ten by David. Many others also contributed to the book, however - we

will notice some of them as we go along.
MORE ON "JEWISH" POETRY
To really azppreciate the Psalms as poetry, you need to read then in a

more modern translation and you need to read them ALOUD....As mentioned

earlier, Jewish poetry is not a rhyming of - s but rhythm of

. If you will remember from the first lessom, this is

sometimes called . To help your appre-

ciation of this book, it might he well to notice three main types of
parallelism:

The best-known approach in the Psalms is SYNOWYMOUS PARALLELISM. This is
vhere the second line just states the same thing in a little different
vay. Psalm 19:1 gives an exanple of this. What is the main thought of

the first line?

What is the main thought of the second line?

Anotlier type is ANTITHETIC PARALLELISM. 1In this type, the first line

states something and then the second line draws a contrast. Psalm 1:6 is

- (11)



a good illustration. What does the first line say about "the way of the

righteous™?

Then, what does the second line say about "the way of the ungodly™?

. Do you see the

conirast? .

o~

And then there is SYHTHRETIC PARALLELIGH. Here the second line expands

{
°

the first line. TLoolk at Psalm 1¢:7. ¥hat does the first line say about

the word of God?

Then what new thought does the second lime add?

. (lote that verse 3 also continues the

same line of thought.)
SOME HIGHLIGHTS I THE PSALMS (Psalms 1-36)

7. Psalms is actually not a single bool, but a collection of books. If you

have a modern translation, check it on this point. How many '"books" are

there in the book of Psalns? . What are the Psalms covered

in each one?:

Dook Ho. ~ Psalms | to .
Book ilo. - Psalus to .
Sook Ho. - Psalms to .
Book lHo. - Psalns to .
Book Ho. -vPsalms to , o

For the purpose of our study, however, we will just cover about 1/5th of

the material in each time.
PSALM 1

&. The first Psalm is one of the best-known in the book. The Septuazint

attributes this Psalm to , who was probably the final

compiler. It serves as a sort of introduction to the book., Read this

Psalm aloud. What, to you, are some of its highlights?

(12



PSALM 3z . .

Wy

vhen lie

. lotice the notes that head this Psalm. They read: "A Psalm of

o one knows the exact origin of these notes, but they are very ancient.

They can be very helpful in our understanding of the Psalms, but it wmust

always be kept in mind that they are not inspired and not necessarily

without error.

13. You will also notice the peculiar word that is at the end of verses 2,4,

and 83 3 . There are various words like this in the Psalms.

It is generally thought that they are instructions to the singers or

orchestra. THEY ARL NOT TO BE SAID WHEN YOU ARE RETADING THE PSALHM. The

word in this verse probably refersc to a pause.
PSALM §3

11. %his is another great Psalm. Be sure to read all of it.

expression is found in verse 27

What commoi

How do.verses 3-5 tie in with the problems the space-age

~-Any other highlights in the Psalm for you?

PSALM 1l4:

12. The first verse is a very familiar one: "The

his heart,

4

"

hath said in

”

Verse 3 1s a

coumientary om man's righteousnesss . "They are

s they are

¢ there 1is

s NOy .

PSALM 15

13. Thomas Jefferson called this the picture of a perfect gentleman.

According to this Psalm, vhat are some of the characteristics of "God's

(13)



gentleman"?

PSALM 16:

14. The Psalms contain many references to Christ.  One of the most familiar
is in this Psalm: Verses 3-11. If you have a Bible with cross-
references, sece if you can find where this passage is quoted in the Mew

Testanent: . To wvhat event in the life of

Christ does this prophecy refer? ‘ .

PSALM 19:

15, Here is another outstanding Psalm that you will want to read in its

entirety. He begins with familiar words: "The heavens

s and the firmament

" (vs. 1). 1le comments on the instruc-—

tions of God: 'More to be desired are they than , yea than

¢ sweeter also than

" (vs. 10: see also vs.
b

13) and prays: '"Let the 9
and the 9
be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my and ny

" (vs. 14).

-PSALM 22¢

Psalms 22-24 form a "trilogy" - three songs that fit together in perfect
harmony, telling us of Christ. They have been called the Psalms of the Cross,
the Crook; and the Crown. They present Christ as Savior, Shepherd, and

Sovereign.

16. Psalm 22 is one of the most remarkable passages ever writtem. It des-

cribes the crucifixion of Christ in minute detail at a time when

(14)



crucifixion was unkpoim. To what part of the crucifixion, do the
following verse apply?

Verse 1:
-3

Verse

3 0
°

W

6
Verse 1
i

A

<
oa

Verse

Verse 18

oa

17. iere is the best knoun Bible reference in all the world. It has brought
comfort to literally wmillions. Wbat OWE thing in this Psalm means the

nost to YQU?

13. This Psalm completes the picture of Christ: as the triumphant, risen,
reigning Lord. Someone has suggested that verses 7-10 picture the
Christ as He ascends from the Mount of Olives and returns to Ilis father.
Try to picture this in your mind: Christ and a group of welcoming angels
as they near the heavenly portals. There is an exchange between the
angels that are with Christ and those inside. See if you can summarize
this exchanges

The angels with Christ (vs. 7):

Those within (vs. 8a):

Repetition of first shout (vs. 2):

Repetition of question from within (vs., 10a):

The answer frow without (vs. 10b):

PSALM 27:

19, llere is another very meaningful Psalm. Read it to yourself and then copy

(15)



the verse that means the most to yous "

20. As an illustration of the recurring thoughts in the Psalms, what phrase

do you find in all of these verses: 23,4,5,7,3, aud 97

'FOR DISCUSSION (as time permits)

‘1. %o anticipate a little bit, you might look ahead at the notes preceding
all the Psalis and see how many different authors contributed to the
book. You might also discuss the amount of time involved in the writing
and final compilation of the book (especially notice Psalm 9C and the
note on Psalm 1 in this lesson).

2. You might ﬁry to find some more illustrations of Symonymous, Antithetic,
and Synthetic Parallelism.

3. Glance through the book of Psalms, quickly reading the expianatory notes
at the beginming of many of the Psalms. In what way might these notes be
helpful? What insight do they give the historical background of many of

these Psalns?



PSALMS: THE EEARY OF HEBREYW HIGTORY
HISTORY Ii THE PSALMS

1. The Psalms cover a great deal of history, both from the standpoint of the
length of time covered in the writing of the Dboolk, and also from the
standpoint of the historical events referred to in the book. Lven though
the majority of the book vas written in the days of David, parts of it

were written much earlier znd parts much later. Psalm 20 is attributed

to (see note before the Psalwm), who lived about 1500
B.C. and Psalm 1 is attributed to _ (see note in last

wecel:'s lesson), who lived apout 4GC B.C. Thus, all together the book

tock about years to reach its final form.

2. As an illustration of the historical events referred to in the book,
chiecl the following references (in context) — and then beside each one,
write what event in Riblical history is spoken ofs

Psalm 8:5; 33:46,9

Psalnm 10539, 10a
Psala 105:16-21
Psalm 73313

Psalwm 105:42-44
Psalm 106:34-30

Psalm 15721

3. The real value of this, as far as we are concerned, is thaf it gives the

In the first 17 beoks of the 0ld Testament,

1
=
Q
<]
=
&)
Z«_’
b
lvs
1]
jaing
H -
o]
o,
o
23
s B D
=3
s
=
=3
55

you can read about WEAT happened, but in the Psalms, you can read about
how they FELT. Thus, in the heading for our lesson, we are referring to

the Psalms as the . of Hebrew history.

L. This wveek's lesson gives a number of illustrations of how a Psalm can
give the ewotional background of an event. All of the events we shall

notice, however, will be from the life of one man:

(see the note before Psalm 34).

DAVID'S LIFE AND THE PSALNS '
Hotice carefully the notes at the beginning of each of tliose Psalms. We will
try to notice some of the liistorical background and then notice David's

San



attitude.

Secause of David's successes (I Sam. 19:3), Saul became exceeding jealous

and tried to kill David with a (I Sam. 12:10), but

David escaped to his own home. Saul sent messengers to his house to try
to kill him (I Sam. 19:11 and introductory note). David's wife, Michal,

helps him escape by letting him down out of a (1 Sam.

12:12) and then fools Saul's spies by putting an in

bed; so they will think he is still there (I Sam. 12:13ff).
This Psalm was written during this time of crisis - at the beginuing of
Baul's persecution of David. David is bewildered at thiss "Tor, lo,

they s

0 Lord" (Psa. 5%:3). But David had confidence in God: '"Unto 5

0 ny , s will I sing: for is wy 5

and the of my " (Psa. 52:17).

PSALM 56:

7.

In David's flight from Saul, he finally comes to the tabernacle,; where he

- persuades Ahimelech the priest to give him sacred bread and the sword of

Goliath (I Sam. 21:1-9). Then he fled to Achish the king of

(I Sam. 21:310), which was one of the five great Philistine cities.

However, because of the words of Achish's servants (I 3an. 21:11), David
9 >

sav he was in danger of his life "and was sore " (I Sam.
21312).

Psalm 56 is David's prayer at this point: "Be unto
me, 0 God: for man would Y (Psa.

5631). David makes this request of God: ."Put thou my

" (Psa. 56:8).

It is significant to notice, however, that David not only prayed to God
(Psa. 56), but he also did what he could to escape from the Philistines.

Read I Saruel 21:13-15; what did David do to escape from Achish, the

(12)



Abimelech (Abimelech evidently was the official designation of the

‘Philistine kings)?,

10. Psalm 34 is David's prayer of "thanks" after his deliverance. It is a
great Psaln; you will want to read it all. Verse 15 is a great commen-

tary on the powver of prayer: "'The

are upon the , ; and his

are . Can

you find the verse that spoke of something in the life of Christ?

Are there any other verses that especially appeal to you in this Psalm?

11. After David left the city of Gath, he fled "to the Adullum"

(I Sam. 22:1). Here was a real low point in David's life - as he was
flecing for his life. Here he writes Psalm 57 in which he says: "They

have prepared a for my 3 my soul is

¢ they have digged a Eefore me" (vs. 6). But he

still relies on God: '"3Je unto me, 0 God, be

L1

unto me: for my soul

yea, in the

will I make ny refuge, until
" (vs. 1).

12. Put David is not safe in the cave for long. Back when he had gone to the

tabernacle (see question 7),

had been there and had seen him (I Sam. 21:7). He was Saul's chief

herdsman and nov he told 3aul what had happened (I Sam. 2239,10,22) with

the resu1t that Saul had the priests and their feomilies killed. David

was wmuch upset about this ‘and thus wrote: '"God shall likewise destroy
for ever, he shall take away, and pluchk

out of thy dwelling place, and root _ out of the
"V(Pga. 52:5).

PSALM 543

13. David and his men now fled to the wilderness of (1 Sam.

>23§14); but the Ziphites (or Ziphim) went to Saul and said "Doth not
(12)



hide hinmself in
2" (I Sam. 23:1%). Again

David called to God: " me, O God, by thy nane" (Psa.

54zla) "for are risen up against me" (Psa.

54:3a)., And again God heard his prayer and rescued him. Read I Samuel

23:25-29 for this story.

PSALY 503

14,

15.

17.

Our next DPsalm jumps to an incident after David was already king. 1II

Samuel 8:13 tells us that David made a reputation for fighting the

Syrians (literally Edomites, vs. 14) in the valley of s and
that altogether Edomites were killed. And I Kings 11:15,
16 tells us that s David's captain, had a great part in

this. But Psalm 6C gives some details we don't have elsewhere.

What tvo men or tribes did David fight? and

(see notes at first of Psalm). How many
Edomites were killed in the particular campaign referred to in the Psalm?
(see notes again). Apparently the Psalm was written
during the campaign. At the time it was writtem, was all going well for
David's army? (vs. 1-3). But did David believe that "through

God" they would triumph? (vs. 12). And did they?

(11 Sam. £:13 again).

The last "nistorical" psalm we shall notice was written after David's sin

with and after the prophet had

said, "Thou art the man" (see notes after Psa. 51). You probably know

the sordid story by heart, but if not, you can read II Samuel 11 and 12

to refresh your menory.

David is known as "a man after (God's) own ‘ " (Acts 13:22).

But he was not so called because he was perfect, because he was not. And
certainly he was not so called because he sinned, for God abhors sin.

But rather he was "a man after God's own heart," because even though he
vent to the depths of sin, HE WAS BIG ENOUGH TO ACIMNOWLEDGE HIS SIN (II
Samuel 12:13) AND TO TURM FROI IT. This entire Psalm is the cry of 2

o)



penitent soul to God. Read it all, but copy here verses 10~12:

LA

THER BIGHLIGHTS I POALNS 21-60

There are many other highlights in the Psalms under comsideration in this

lesson. We will notice just a few of thems
PSALM 313

13. This must have been a favorite of Jesus'. Can you find the phrase he

quoted in his last cry?

P3ALMN 323

12. It is said that Augustine wrote this Psalwm on the wall above his bed and

read it constantly with tears. It begins with a beatitudes "

is he whose , whose
" (vs. 1).

PSALIT 373

20. This is one of the best-loved Pszlms; you will want to read it all. In
it, David explores the problem of the apparent success that some wicked
people have in this life. He notices that ultimately the wicked will get
their just dues (vs. 20), but he also points out that even here there are

advantages in living for God. TFor instance, he points out that "a

that a man hath 1s better than the

of many " (vs. 1G). He also notes that

the righteous are promised the necessities of life: "I have been

s, and now anm ; yet have I not seen the

, nor his seed

" (vs. 25).




PSALM 463

21.

NEXT

This Psalm was the inspiration for Martin Luther's famed song: "A Mighty
L 8 gty

Fortress is Our God." It begins: " is our

and , s 8

" (vs. 1). You'll want to read the rest

as wells it is full of comfort!
WEEK: PSALMS 61-8%2
FOR DISCUSSION (as time permits)
You might glance back at the Psalms already studied and ahead to the next

of the Psalms to find other examples of Psalus with historical

backgrounds.
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PSALMS

in the last two lessons, we have tried to emphasize the poetical and
historical values of the Psalms. The real value of the Psalms, however, lies

. »

in its religious expression and devotion.

In a fine lecture on the Psalms during the ‘Gl Fort Worth,Christian
College Lectures, lleil Lightfoot emphasized this quality in the Psalms by com~
paring the Fsalms to a beautiful temple. We would like to borrow his
illustration for this lesson, which will be based on Psalms 61-07.

There are many rooms or chaubers in this temple. Rut we want to aotice

just three = each one begimning with an "R."
THREE ROCHS

THE ROCIEI OF RIGHTEQUSHESS:

On the walls of this room are.inscribed such words as "right," "righteous~
ness," "goodness," "méekness," "mercy," and "love." 1In this room the emphasis
is on LIVIHNG RIGIT (note Psa. 1531-3,5); the message is that CGod is not
pleased when we do wrong! As we listen, we hear the scribes speak on some of

the duties of mans

1. Psalm €2:10 - ",..if riches increase,

®

2. Psalm (2:12 - "Also unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy: for thou ren-

derest to man according to his M

3. Psalia G334 - "....I remewber thee upon my bed, and

on thee in the night watches."

4. Psalm 63311 - ¥...the mouth of then that speak shall be
"
5. Psalm 62:28 - "Let them (the wicked) be of
the book of , » and not

with the righteous.,"

do justice

ve

6. Psaln 32:3 - "Defend the and

to the and R

(23)




Tidl ROGH OF REVELATION:

In this unique room, God has caused the scribes to sse — sometimes dimly,
sometinmes clearly - into the future. Some of their writings have to do with
the future of their oun peoplej the greatest, however, have to do with the
coming lessiah (uote Luke 24:44). To hear a part of their message, look at
the exercise that follovs. TFirst of all you will find a number of MNew
Testament references, which are a fulfillment of prophecies in the Psalms.
Then you will find a list of events tied in with the Christ. After this,

there are several references from the Psalms.

Neside each one of these references, write first the Mew Testament passage
that fulfills it, 2nd then the event it describes (use the key words
underlined).

llewv Testament references: John 19:28,29; Hphesians 4:8; Acts 1:16-22 (esp.

vs. 20); John 2:13-17; Romans 11:%,11; Romans 15:3.

Eventss The Ascension of Christj cleansing the temple; Christ's obedience to

His Father (lle pleased not Himself); being given vinegar at His death; the

Jews' rejection of Christ (and Christianity); Judas' apostacy (and

replacenent).

UEW TESTAMERT REFERENCE EVENT

7. Psaln 87:2a
3. Psalm 62:%b
5. Psalm 6%:21
1. Psalm 69:22
11. Psalwm $5:18
12. Psalm 69325

TiE KOOy OF RLVIRBUCE:

his is the largest room of all and in it are the greatest number of scribes.

]

They take little notice of us for they are absorbed in their thouglits of God:
of His goodness and of His provision and care for all creatures. here are

just a few of their exalted tributes:

(24)



14.

20.

21.

Psalm 8%:7 "God is greatly to be : in the assembly of the

saints, and to be had in . of all them that are

about Him."

Psalm 70:4 "Let 21l those that scek thee and he

in thees and let such as love thy salvation say continually,

11
o

‘Psalm 62:30 "I will the name of God with a 9

and him with M

Psalm 6132 "...lead me to the

1"

‘Psaliz 63:1 "0 God, thou art my God; will I seek thee:

wmy soul for thee, ray flesh for

thee in a dry and thirsty land, vhere no water is."

Psalw $6539,11,13 "Thou visitest the , and
it: thou greatly enrichest it with the of
.««.Thou crownest the wvith thy .

The pastures are clothed with flocks; the valleys also are covered over

with cornj they for , they also M

Psalia 63:19 "Blessed be the Lord, who "~ loadeth us with

, even the God of our salvation.”

Psaln 342 10,11 "For a in thy courts is better than a
+ I had rather be a ' in
the , than to
in the . Tor the
Lord God is a : and : -3 the Lord will give
grace- and glory: o : : ' will he
from them that : : N
Psalm 86:7,15 "In the day of my I will call upon

thee: for thou wilt answer me....thou, O Lord, art a God full of

, aund s

, and plentious in and

Indeed the Psalms are a beautiful temple and it is the spirit of God that

duells there!



OTHER HIGILIGHTS

2]

There are other highlights through Psalms $61-852. Here are a few:s

‘Psalm 71 has been called "The Psalw of 0ld Age." In it the Psalmist

pleads: Cast me not off in the time of s for-

salie me . not 0 God, forsake mne

noty until I have showed thy strength unto this generation, and thy power
to every one that is come" (vs. ©,15). The writer knows, however, that
God will answer this cry: "Thou shalt increase my greatness, and

ne on every side (vs. 21),

PSALM 73

23.

This is the most familiar Psalm dealing with the problem of why wicked

people often prosper. The writer says: "I was at the

foolisk, when I saw the of the wicked" (vs. 3).

It seemed to Lim that "they are not in trouble as "

(vs. 5). ile tried to find the answer by nimself, but "when I thought to

know this it was for me" (vs. 14). TFinally

though he went to God to find the answer: "Until I went into the

of 5 understood I their

" (vs. 17). Then he understood that their apparent prosperity

is a very temporary thing and that they shall receive justice: "Surely

thou didst set them in places: thou castedst them
dowm into " (vs. 13).

POALM 733

24,

This Psalm vas referred to in the early part of our last lesson. It is
one of the great historical Psalms. Most of it refers to the wilderness
vanderings, but the latter part goes into some of the subsequent history.

tiatch the appropriate verses with the appropriate events.



Plagues in Tgypt Verse 14

Manua from heaven Yerse 15
Water from the rock Verse 24
Led by pillar of cloud Verse 43-51
Into land of Canaan Verse 55
Hessiah throupgh line of Judah (and David) Verse 45,70

5. This Psalw is one of the later ones, probably written after the
Babylonian captivity. It begins: '"Lord, thou hast been favorable unto

hy lands thou hast brought back the of Jacoli" (vs.

1). 1In verse &, the writer asks that their former glory be restored:

"7ilt thou not us again?"” The vriter beautifully

expresses the significance of God bringing them back in verse 10:

" and are met together;

and have kissed each other."

FOR DISCUSSION (as time permits)
1. Cau you find any other good illustrations of Righteousness, Revelation,

and Reverence - besides those given in this lesson?

2. What is your favorite Psalm? Yhy?
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LESSO S5IX
PSALIS: THE JEWS' LYIMMIBOOK

INTRODUCTION

As we try to examine the contents of the book of Psalms, it is easy to lose

sight of the fact that first and foremost these were the songs the Jews sang.

It might be well then to re-emphasize this in our present lesson.

1. Jerome tells us that early Christians used many of the Psalms in their
services - and many of them we still use. Telow is a list of references
from the Psalms and a list of popular church songs. See if you can match
then up (if vyou have a songbook handy, it might “e interesting to see how

closely the sbng'folibwé the Psaln).

Psa. 1:3 "As a Tree Beside the Water"
Psa. 8:1 "fallelujah, Praise Jehovah"
Psa. 11:1 "Let the Words of My liouth"
Psa. 1937-13 "Out of the Ivory Palaces"
Psa. 19:14 "The Statutes of the Lord (Are Right)"
Psa. 23 "0 How Love I Thy Law"
Psa. 45:8 "liow Shall the Young Secure Their Hearts"
Psa. 11939 "The Lord My Shepherd Is"
Psa. 119:97 "Flee As a Bird"
Psa. 143 "0 Lord, Our Lord (liow IZxcellent Thy Hame)"

Many of the Psalms in our‘present study (Psalms 20-112) are rather famous for
their contribution to Jewish - and modern - religious music. We will notice

this connection as our lesson progresses.
THE ORIGIWAL HYMNUROOK? (Psalms 20-1C0)

'As we have already noted, Psalm 90 is attributed to Moses. }Since Moses lived
about 400 years before David, this would probably make it the earliest Psalu.
Rabbinical tradition also assigns the hext ten to Moses also. If this is
true, this section (Psalms 90-100) could very well be the Jew's original

hymnbook. Here are a few of the highlights through these Psalms.

(23)



LA

. How many years are as but one ‘day in the sight of God?

]

Which verse so teaches? .

3. What is the usual span of a man's life? Or "by reason of
strength" how long? . What verse says this? .
Yet how loang did lioses live? (note Deut. 34:7). WUas the
length of Moses' life therefore the exception or the rule? .

4. Tut regardless of the number of years we live, what do we nzed to do?

"So teach us to , that we may

1"

(vs. 12).

5. What verse (or verses) say that the righteous are like a tree? .

In what ways are the righteous like a tree, according to this text?

PSALI 9Z¢

7. Some have the idea that LOVE ALOUE will solve everything; they decry
beiug against anything. Dut many passages in the Psalums stress that you
cannot LOVE a thing without IATING its opposite - and if you do not hate
its opposite, you do not truly love. What verse in this Psalm stresses
that to love God, we nust hate evil? (see also 119:104,

113,128,153).

G. Psalm 100, the final of our series, is a beautiful hymn of praise. It

begins: 'Miake a . : unto the Lord, all ye

" (vs. 1). You will want to .read it all.

~
S
D
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POSALYMS OF DAVID AMND OTHERS
(Psalms 101-112)

One cannot think of the hymas of the Jews without thinking of David aad his
harp. The next group of Psalms features Psalms by David, along with those by

other writers. Some highlights:
PSALHM 10373

G. Psalm 103 is thought to be a Psalm written in David's old age, as he
thinks back over what God has done for him. Verses 3-14 is one of the
rmost comforting passages your author knows anything about. Read it
slowly, meditate on it - it's full of meaning! he passage begins: '"The

Lord 1is and : ’ s to

, and in "

oo
™
o}
-~
.

~10. To vhom does Peter apply Psalm 102:% in Acts 1

PSALM 110s

11. 7his psalm contains many references to Christ. What verse is quoted in

Matthew‘ZZSQA; Acts 2:34,35; and Hebrews 12132 . . . What

br
. verse is quoted in lebrews 5:5; 5:20; and 7:17,217 L .

PSALH 111

12.° This is the only place in the Bible in the XJV vhere the term "reverend"

"is used. In vhat verse is it found? . To whom does it
‘refer? S . OGhould man therefore appropriate it for himself?

.

13. What does verse 10 say is "the beginning of wisdon"?




THE PAGSOVER SONG53! (Psalms 113-118)

Psalms 113-118 are the main body of Hallel Psalms - those Psalns sung in con-
nection with the Passover feast. Psalm 135 is the Great Hallel Psalm - the
one sung at the beginning of the Passover.  Then Psalms 113 and 114 vere sung
at the beginning of the Passover feast — and Psalms 115-113 weré sung at the

end of the fest.

14. that famous personality probably sang these Psalms?

(note Matt. 26:30ff).

PSALM 115:

15. Verses 4~7 is a fine description of idols. What does verse 8 say happens

to those who worship false gods?

PSALM 11C:

16, According to verse 15, what is precious to the Lord?

. Why do you suppose this is so?

POALY 117:

17. This is the middle chapter of the Bible - and the shortest chapter in the
Bible. The first verse is quoted in the New Testament. In which of the
following references is it quoted?s Acts 2:38; Romans 15:113 I Peter
3:21 .

PSALM 1153

13. VUWhat phrase is repeated in verses 1,2,3,4, and 297

19. Verse 8 is the middle verse of the Bible - and it is a good one. If our
confidence is in men, are we likely to be disappointed (even if the man

is exceedingly good as men go)? - In vhom should we put

our confidence? .

(31)




20.

22.

23,

Three "5's" are used to describe the Lord in verse 14. They ares

r
(1 ‘ , () , (3) | :

How would the attitude expressed in verse 24 hielp those who are prone to

vorry about the future?

During what event in the life of Christ did the people refer to verse 247?

(note Matt. 21:9).

As we have already noted, this is probably the song Jesus sang just
before e went to the garden of Gethsemame ~ and then ultimately to His
death. What a coincidence (?) then that this Psalm refers to His own
REJECTION! What verse tells of this rejection? (Hote

Matt., 21:42).

A GREAT PSALM (Psalm 119)

Psalu 119, like Psalm 1, is attributed to Ezra. It is the longest chapter in

the Bible and is one of the most unusual.

25.

It is unusual, first of all, because of its theme. The thene is "THE
JOrD OF THE LORD" - and, with only a few exceptions, TIE WORD OF GOD IS
DEFERRED TO IN TAGH OF THE 176 VERSES. Various terms are used as syno-
nyuns to refer to the Word. What terms are found in the following

verses?

Verse 1 .
Verse 2 o
Verse 3 o
Verse & .
Verse 5 .
Verse 6 o
Verse 7 .
VYerse 8§ .
Verse .

Psalm 119 is also unusual because of its arrangement. It is am acrostic
poent. Actually many of the Psalms are acrostic Psalms (2 and 10,25,27,
'34,111,112,145), but this is the most involved. In the KJV of the Bible

(39)



(and in many others), you will notice that the Psal:m is broken up into 22
seguents of § verses cach. Rach of these segments is headed by a symbol

or phrase. These synbols or phrases are the Ilebrew alphabet. The

heading of the first segment of 2 verses is . This is

equivalent to our "A." In the liebrew, every onc of the first eight ver-

ses begins with the first letter in the Uebrew alphabet. The heading of

the second sepgment of 3 verses is . This is equivalent

to our "B." Again, in the Hebrew, all of the next 3 verses begin vith

this letter. And so on Ehfough thie alphabet,

Vhen you put together the qualities of (1) being the longest chapter in the

Bible, (2) putting a reference to the Word in every verse, and (3) having to

use a particular letter to start each verse, you can imagine wvhat a challenge

-~

this Psalm was to write! Here are some highlights:

27.

P
(e
.

1.
2.

Verses 7-16 are good advice to young people; you will want to read them

all. According to verse 11, vhat can we do to keep from sinning?

In verse 71, the writer says it was good for him to have been

so that he wmight .

fiow can "affliction" help us "learn the statutes"?

In verses 105 and 130, the word is compared to a .

MEXT WEEK: THE SONGS OF "ASCENWT," THE "HALLFLUJAH" PSALMNS, AHD OTHERS!

FOR DISCUSSION (as time permits)

Can you find any other songs based on the Psalms?

The comparison of a Christian with a tree is a very interesting one. Can
you think of any other comparisons of a child of God with a palm tree? a
cedar in Lebanon?

How would Psalm 107:2a and 116310 tie in with the subject of soulwinning?
Students of literature, does Psalm 107:23 ring a bell?

thy do you suppose some men take upon themselves the title of "reverend"?
(see question 12). ‘ o

In what way is "fear" the "beginning of wisdom"? . (seec question 13).

(33)



LESS0N SRVEH
PSALIMS: CLOSING WITH A SHOUT!

We come now to the close of the book of Psalms - with a study of Psalns

120-150. While we realize the limitations of our study, we hope that in some

small way the five lessons on the Psalms have drawn you closer to God.

THE "DEGREE" PSALMS
(120-134)

Look at the introductory notes preceding each of these psalms. Each has
"a song of " Four are attributed to
(note Psalms 122,124,131,133) and one to , (Psalm
127). The rest are aunonymous. It is thought that these are possibly

the songs the pilgrims sang as they made the journmey to Jerusalem.
Psaln 121 might have been the chant when the pilgrims first caught sight

of the mountain on which Jerusalem is built. It begins: "I will lift up

nine eyes unto the , from whence cometh ny help"
(vs. 1).
And Psaln 122 might have been the refrain as they neared the temple gate:
"1 was when they said unto me, Let us go into the
" o(vs. 1).

Psalm 125 is thought to be a psalm used vhile in the temple. It contains

this comforting thought: "As the are round about

, so the Lord is round about his people from henceforth

even for ever" (vs. 2).
Psalms 127 and 120 are psalms on the family. They begin: "Except the

build the house, they labor im vain that build it"

(127:1). 1Is it not significant that the home should be included in these
psalus used in their religious ceremonies? )

7o close out our brief survey of the "degree" psalms, note the wonder ful
thought in Psalm 133:1: "Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for

to dwell together in A

THE GREAT HALLEL PSALM AND OTHERS (135-145)

You will remember that we noted in our last lesson that Psalm 126 was the
Great Hallel Psalm - the psali sung at the beginning of the Passover. It
(34)



10.

110

1.
2.

b,

was a favorite temple song (note II Chrom. 7:3; Dzra 3:11). ihat phrase

s repeated in every verse?

i
Psalm 127 was written while the Jews were in captivity. It begins: "By

the rivers of , there we sat down, yea, we 9

vhen we remenmbered " (vs. 1).

Psalm 139 is a great psalm onr the omnipresence of God! In the following

verses, where did David say it was impossible to hide from God?

Vs. Ga .
Vs. &b .
Vs. © .
Vs. 11 .

Psalm 142 is like those we studied in lesson four. The introductory note

has: "laschil of David; A Prayer when he was .

For the background on this; see question 11 in lesson four. ¥For a
moment, put yourself in David's place and try to imagine how he felt when
he said: "I looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there was no man
that would know me: refuge failed umej

(vs. 4).

PHE "HALLELUJALYM PSALMS (145-150)

Psalms literally closes with a shout! Wote that Psalms 145-150 all begin

and end with the same phrase. What is that phrase?

. This is the same as the word "Hallelujah"!

TOR PISCUSSICH

How would Psalm 126:5,6 tie in with the subject of soul-winning?

Have you ever knowm anyone who felt that children are a burden, that they
"tie one down"? What light would Psalm 127:3-5a and Psalm 123:3 throw on
this?

Psalm 141:5 is a peculiar verse. VWhy would it be a kindness to have the
righteous swmite you?

st

Tiotice Psalm 145:18,19 - another good reference on the power of prayer.
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LESSON EIGHT
PROVERBS: JLWELS FROM KING SOLOMOM'S HINE

mhere is a traditioun about the fabulous lost mine of King Solomon with

its great treasure. In the past; treasure hunters have searched for its

riches....Here we have a veritable treasure from the Wise man himself.

This lesson will begin a three-lesson survey of the book of Proverbs., In

this lesson we will be studying chapters 1-9.

THE "AUTHOR" AND CHIEF COMPILER

Like thie book of Psalms, several contributed to the production of the

book of Proverbs. The men of ~ were among the com-
pilers (2531) and (30:1) and King

(31:1) are named as authors of certain sections. Of course, the chief
vriter and compiler was (1:13 10:1).

We read in I Kings 4332,33 that he spoke proverbs,

songs, and also taught on the things of nature. Of

this, ounly songs have been preserved {see Psalm 72, 127,

plus Song of Solomon). This book (plus Ecclesiastes) contains all the
proverbs preserved - and none of his works on nature have been preserved.

lere we see the selectiveness of God.

THE CONTENTS OF THE BOOK

whe book is largely filled with "wise sayings" or "proverbs."” In most of
the book, there is no attempt to organize these short sayings under sub-
jects or in logical sequence. As we suggest in the title of the lesson,

the individual proverbs are like a string of beautiful .

The purpose of the book is given in 132 as "to know

and M It is essentially a PRACTICAL book - that

basically talks as much to us today as to those in Solomon's day.
THE FIRST SECTION: O} THE PRAISE OF WISDOM

Like Psalms, the book can be divided into five parts. We shall study the

first of these sections in this lesson. The first nine chapters, unlike
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Here

much of the book to follow, center around a single theme: The praise of

wisdom. The two verses below pretty well supply the heys

The tone of this first section is 1argeiy paternal (note 431). With what
two words do the foilowing verses begin? 1:16,15; 2315 3:1,11,215 43203
5213 631,205 7:1. ‘ .

Another unique thing abut this first section is that oftem within it,

.

Solomon writes as though Wisdom were a person instead of an abstract

quality. What is Wisdom pictured as doing in the following verses?

FOLE HEGHLIGHTS IN SECTION ONE

are just a few of the fine teachings in the first 9 chapters:

Should a young person listen to his father and mother? (1:8,95
6G320-23).
Should one "go along" with bad company? (1:10-15).

Wien the Lord "chastens" us, it shows He loves or hates us?
(3211,123 see Heb. 1235,6). '
If you have the "wherewithal" to help another and fail to do so, is this

\

wrong? (3:27).

What is the source of our actions, etc.? (4:23).

Even though Solomon himself had many wives, did he recommend discarding

one wife in order to Lave another? (5:18~21).
What does Solomon give as an example of industry? (6:6~3).
Did Solomon recommend laziness? (G:5-11).

What seven things does the Lord hate? (6:16-19).
(1
(2)
(3)
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Is adultery a "little" sin? (03

2
Solomon has a lot to say about harlots. In 7:27, he says that her house

is the way to .

Ts a wise man able to take constructive criticism? (%:3).

We have all heard that "stolen waters are sweet and bread eaten in secret
is pleasant," but who said this: a good person or 2 wiclked person?

(2:13-17, 13££).

FOR DIsCUsSsIOon

Why do you suppose God did not preserve Solowon's works on nature?

What parts of the lew Testament are much like the book of Proverbs (as
described in question 3).

1f we are not living under the Old Testament today, low can we apply any
of these things to us?

Have you ever known anyone that wanted to get as close to sin as possible
without going over the line? Uho enjoyed "flirting" with sin, so to
speak? Uow would 6:27 apply to such a omne?

Are there any other high points in the first ? chapters that you would

like to mention?






LE880H ning

PROVERBS: SOiE “SPARKLING™ TRUTHS

This, our second lesson on Proverbs, will be based on the second sectiom in

the book: Proverbs 10:1-22:16. This section is simply titled "The Proverbs

of Solomon™ (1031). 1In this section we get into what we generally think of as

"proverbs'": Each verse contains a two-line proverb, each of which is usually

on a different topic than the one that follows:

SOME "SOLITARY" DIAMONDS

Just because a way seews right religiously, does that mean it is right?
(142125 16325).

What is spoken of as "the rottemness of the bones™? (14:30).

What exalts a nation? 1Its athletic prowess, its military strength, or
what? (14334).

That goes before destruction? . What before a fall?

(16:13). Yow hLave we shortened this

proverb? .

Which is harder, to conquer others or to conquer self? (16:32).

What is the best "medicine' in the world?

(17:22).

What is a mocker? . What is “raging"?

. Do these have the power to deceive us? (20:1).

What is to be chosen above great riches?
(22:1).

SOME "STRINGS" OF "MATCHED GEMS"

Ol GETTING ALONG WITH PEOPLE:

16.

116

Does a true friend stick by you only when the going is good?

(175175 18324b).

What is the secret of having friends?
(18:24a).

If someone is angry with us, what is the best defense? A hard right to

the jaw, fast legs to enable us to rum away, or what?

(15:1a).

(32




12. Do you thinlk Solomon would have agreed with the statement that "a woman

. . 1 e} M0
with 'horse sense’ will never become a 'nag''? (12:12;

notice also 21:2,1%5 11:16).

2:8).

]

13. 1Is the early training of children important? (

14, 1In that trainiag, might corrective discipline sometimes be necessary?
(13:245 12:13).
15. Which is the most important in the home, fine fixtures or great love?

(153173 see also 17:1).

i THE TOHGUE:

16. What is one of the best ways to get in trouble?

______ : ___(10:19).

17. Do you agree with the statement that it is alright to tell anything, as
(115135 17:%a).

12. What can you do to make people think you are wise?

. 17:20).

loug as you know it to be true?

O HOWESTY:

19, Does God agree with the philosophy that "all is fair in love, wvar, and a

good business deal'? (11313 20:23).

20. TDut some say that if they are honest in their dealings, their competitors
"will get ahead of them. FEven if this were so, would this make dishonesty

right? (1£:8).

FOR DISCUSSION

1. The Wise Man has a great deal to say about "the fear of God." See how
many times the phrase is found - and how it is used.

2. OSolomon also continually emphasizes industry and condewns laziness or
slothfulness. Hotice the peculiar statement pmade in 22:13. What is the
point?

3. Jlow would 112305 15:15 and 18:1% tie in with the subject of soulwinning?

4, Are there any other proverbs in this section that you feel are especially

imaportant?

(40)



LESSO TEN
PROVERRS: THE YOUNG MAN'S BOCK OF SUCCESS

This week ve will finish our study of the book that someone has called "the

finest guide-book to success that any voung man ever followed." This final
[¥] o D

lesson will begin at 22317 and go to the end of the book. This part of

Proverbs naturally divides itself into four partss

"THE WORDS OF THE WISE" (22:17 - 24:34)

The title of this section is taken from the wording of 22:17. The arrangement

of this section is a little different from the last one - in that some of the

proverbs are longer and many times several proverbs on the same subject will

be grouped together.

1. While it is not necessarily wrong to be rich (God sometimes so blesses

man), is it vrong to have this as one's ambition? (23:4).
What ultimately happens to riches? (23:5).

2. 23:7a in the KJV is a well-known passage. Copy it here: "

3. What good advice is given in the last part of 23:227

Hlave children ever been known to neglect aged parents?

4, What is a "priceless" commodity, according to 23:23a?

Once we obtain it, should we try to hold on to it? .

5. Who has problems, according to 23:29,307

At the first, there may be some (worldly) pleasure in this, but what

about at the last?

(23:31,32).

6. GSome Jews of Jesus' day were teaching that one should hate his enemy

(Matt. 5:43), but did the wise man teach this? (24317, 293

see also 25321,22 in the next section).
7. What would be the result of laziness, according to the teaching of

24,:30-347 ' e e

(41)



PROVERBS COPIED BY MEN COF HREZEKIAH (25-29)

Tris is a special section of proverbs which was "copied out" by "the men of
Hezekiah" (25:1) and then inserted into. this book. - Many of these proverbs
seen to have been selected for economic purposes. There is some repetition,

but not -2 great deal.

5. To vhat does the writer compare "a word fitly spoken™?

(25:11). Does 26:20ff

remind you of some "old saying"? .

H

I've known people who were proud of the fact that they always 'say just

what they think." What does Solomon call them? (29:11).
9. Did Solomon approve of long-staying guests?. ~ (25:17).
10, Is it smart to brag on oneself? (27:2).

11. Some are too proud to ever confess they have simmed. Is this wise?
(23:13).

12. “hat is one of the greatest needs in any age? (2

o
L1
Pk
(&
&)
~
.

WORDS OF AGUR (30)

We are not sure who "Agur" is - perhaps he was a friend of Solomon. lMost of
his proverbs are '"nature" proverbs. Apparently Solomon was impressed with

these and wanted to include them in the volume.

12. In 20:8, Agur -says, ""Give me neither nor .

Why did he not want the first?

(303:9b). Why did he not want the second?

- (30:3a).
4. What "four little wise things" does Agur mention in 20:24-287
{1 o s (2) , (3) 5
(6) L : o R ,

WORDS OF KING LEMUTL

This starts out as a mother's instruction to a king and ends as an acrostic
poern on "the worthy woman.”" Ue do not know who "King Lemuel” is. Some think
it is Solomon himself. 1If so, "his mother'" (31:1) is a reference to
Bathsheba.

(42)



15.

20

The "worthy woman" spoken of did not neglect her appearance (31:22), hut
thiis was not her primary concern {(21:25). Uhat is deceitful?
(31:302). What is vain? (31:30b). Who will be

praised? ‘ (31:230c).

FOR DISCUSSION

Many great llew Testament teachings wvere first stated in this section of
Proverbs. You might want to match the passages from Proverbs with the

Mew Testament references:

Proverbs 24:12¢ Romans 2:0

Proverbs 25:21,22 Romans 12:20

Proverbs 2G:lla James 4312,14 (not exact)
Proverbs 27:1 11 Peter 2322

Occasionally people will question that the Bible does not contradict
itself and will point to passages that seem to teach opposite things. 1In

this section, we have two such passages one after another: 20634,5. ¥Why

do you suppose this approach is sometimes used?

(43)






2550 ELEVEN

ECCLESIASTES: THE SEARCH FOR HAPPINESS!

THE AUTHOR

The author identifies himself as ''the Preacher, the
’ " o(1:1

9

see also 1:12). Obviously this is a reference to .

To be understood, the bock should be viewed as a partial biography.

THE CONTENTS

This extremely gloomy book was read at the feast of Tabernacles by the

Jews. To get the proper perspective, it must be supplemented with other
& proper persp

truth frow God's word. To get some idea of the point of the book, notice

these key phrases:
(ry *« of , saith the Preacher,

of , all is ot

(1:2; see also 1l:14b; 2:1b, 1l1b, etc.).
(2) ™"What profit hath a man of all his labor which he taketh

72" (1:3; see also

1:9,145 2:311,13; etc.).

(3) ™...this sore travail hath given to the sons of

men to be exercised therewith® (1:12b3 2324b,26; etc.).
This book is to show us that "UNDER THE SUN" all is "VANITY," so we

should look lLeyond the sun to "GOD."
THE PURPCOSE
Two passages give Solomon's purpose:

(1) "I sought in mine heart to give myself unto wine, yet acquainting

mine heart with wisdom; and to lay hold on folly, till I might

for the sons of men, which they

under the heaven all the days of their life" (2:3).

(2) "...because the Preacher was wise, he still the

people knovledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and set

in order many . The Preacher sought to find

(44)




out ¢ and that which was

was upright, even
" o(12:2,10).

Thus Solomon's purpose is to TEACH the right way to go.

THE OUTLIME

The book is one of the hardest in the Bible to outline. TFor our purposes; let

us view it like a PLAY with Solomon as the ACTOR (note 431,7)3
PROLOGUE (1:1-11):

4, Solomon's role is that of a preacher. lle steps to the front of the

"stage" and gives his "text": " ' 5

saithh the Preacher, s all is
" (1:2).

5. So that we might know that these things apply to us, the Preacher

declares: "...there is : under the

sun” (1:2).

“ACT ONE": SOLOMON SEEKS NAPPINESS IN WISDOM (1:12-13):

6. Solomon first tries wisdom to attain happinesss "...Lo, I...have gotton

than all they that have been before me..."

(1:158).

7. But what did it bring? "...in nuch wisdom is "

(1:13). (WJisdom is valuable, but only as A MEANS TO AN END - not as an

end within itself.)

"ACT THO": SOLOMON SEEKS HAPPINESS IN RICHES AND REGAL LIVING (2,3):

8. Bolomon refused himself nothing: "And whatsoever mine eyes desired

, I

«oo' (2210a). But what was the result? "...behold, all

was and

9

and there was no profit " (2:11b).,

(45)



9. The reason for this is suggested in 3:11. The King James version reads:
"Also he hath set the in their heart." The Hebrew
here literally reads "ETERNITY.'

10. 1Is happiness found then in IIAVING THINGS? (note Luke 12315,
Phil. 4:11).
"ACT THREE": BOLOMON SEEKS HAPPINESS IN PROMINENCE, POVER, AND PRESTIGE
(4=5)3
11. Wext the actor tries pover, but he comes to this conclusion that this is
a mere laboring "for the " (5:163 note also verse 15).
12. At this point, he notes the person who has little or nothing might be
happier than one who has much. TFor instance: "The of a
laboring man is s whether he eat little or much: But the
of the will not suffer (allow)
him to " (5:12; see also 4:6,13).
13. 1Is happiness found in SERVING or in BEING SERVED? (llote
Hatt. 20:25,20; Luke 14:11).
"ACT FOUR": SOLOMOW SEEKS MAPPINESS IN EARTHLY, TORDIDDEI! PLEASURES (7,8):
14. He says "I applied mine heart,..to know the wickedness of s
even of and " (7:25). But the
wicked have their troubles (7:26-28, especially vs. 23), and then comes
the judgments "...it shall not with the
<. " (8:13).
153. The trouble with "the pleasures of sin'" are that they are but "for a
" (Beb. 11:25) and therefore do not bring lasting
happiness. It is better then to try to live the good life (7:la, Za, 9,
etc.).
"ACT TIVE": SOLOMON COMES TC THE CONCLUSION THAT VAPPINESS IS WOT FOUND IN AWY

CF TAESE, BUT IN DEVOTION TO DUTY HERE AND IN PREPARATION FOR THE LIFE TO

CORE !

(9:1-12:7)

In this closing "act," the Preacher largely occupies himself giving some prac-

tical advice:

(4%)
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Does a husband have a responsiblity to his wife? (¢:9a).
Should a child of God always do hiis best whatever the task?

0:10a).

Is it alright to be unconcerned about "little" sins? (10:1).

Why is it important to lkeep even our thoughts pure (according to 10:20)?
y P )2 & P g

If we try always to do good, what will the result be?

(11:1).

Is it possible to be over-cautious? (11:4).

When is the time to start living right?

(11325 12:15 note also 12:3-7).

EPILOGUE (12:8-14):

[N
L

240

25,

The Preacher returns to the "stage" for the last time to do a little

summarizing. He begins by requoting his "text's

, saith the Preacher,

" (12:3).

Then he comes to his COMCLUSIOM: Y“LET US HEAR THE

OF THE WHOLE MATTER: , AMND
FOR THIS IS THE

"o(12:13).

A COWCLUDING THOUGHT

Ecclesiastes can leave one somewhat depressed. That vhich can sive us
hope is to realize that THIS WORLD OF VAHITY shall be superseded by A
WORLD OF ETERIIAL GLORY. Turn to Romans 5. Copy verse 13 below (and then

read on through verse 251):

(&7)
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FOR DISCUSSION (as time permits)

Review the life of Jolomon to give a clue to the message of the book.

" "ynder the

Go through the book, looking for the passages on 'vanity,
sun," and "God."
Besides those noted in the lesson, there are many nore PROVERES in the
book with very PRACTICAL application. As time permits, you might notice
some of theses

A time and a place for everything (3:1-3).

A clue to why men sin (with a warning) (8:11, 3:15).

Some sad comments on funerals (4323 3310).

The importance of ccoperation (435-12).

The need for "finishitive® (7:8a).

Did you find any other proverbs you would like to share with the class?

(48)






4

LESS0N TWELVE
SONG OF SOLOMOMN: A SONC OF MARRIED LOVE

INTRODUCTION

The title of the book is given in the first verse:s - ""he ZSong of Songs' —
or, literally, the greatest of the songs Solomon wrote. It is obviously a
song of married love.

There are many possible interpretations of the book:

If taken literally, it is about Solomon and his new bride. Your author
personally can see nothing out of the way in God treating this important theme
(married love) in a wholesome way - showing God's attitude toward it.

If taken symbolically, it might refer to God's love for Israel and tlie

Jeus' love for God. Many rabbis took this position and it was read at the
feast of the Passover.

If taken allegorically, it might refer to Christ's love for the churcl

and the church's love for Christ. This is a very popular view, but this word
of caution must be givens The comparison will have to be most general,
because one gets involved in all kinds of difficulties if he tries to make the
parallel complete in every detail.

HOWEVER, IT TYPIFIES GEUUINE AWD HAPPY LOVE REGARDLESS OF WHICH WAY IT IS
TUTERPRETED.

Another problem with the beook is the ficulty te pet the exact plot.
This is harder in the Eaglish tramslation than in the Hebrew. In the Hebrew,
there are masculine and feminine "pointings" and the shift from the singular
to the plural is more definite. 1In the English versiom, it is often hard to
tell vko is tallking. Even in the Hebrew, however, it is often hard to tell
wiiat man or woman is speaking - and what the exact locale is.

For our purposes, we will pretty well use the traditional (and simplest)
approach to the storys In this approach, there is one man - Solomon. There
is one woman - the Shulamite bride (£:13). There is also a chorus (the
"daughters of Jerusalem' - 2:7; 3:5; 5:3; etc.).

Basically the background is this: The Shulawite woman lived in northern
Palestine where the vineyards were. She had a mother and at least two
brothers (1:6 ASV). She had to work very hard in the vineyards until she had
beconie sun—-burned (1:5,06). Somehow Solowon found her; he then courted her and

made her 018 bLride. The song opens with the new bride in the king's palace:

(49)



THE 5TORY

SCHIE OWE: IN THE KING'S PALACE (132-2:7):

1.

After the bride and cihiorus sing an introductory phrase (1:2-4), the bride

nakes excuses for her appearance: "I anm «...as the

of Xedar....l am because the

looked upon me: ....they made me the keeper of the
.eo't (185,8).

She asks where her husband is (1:7) and while the chorus is answering

(1:3), the groom enters. He sings of the loveliness of his bride
(1:2-11). After she sings of her love (1:12-14), he again tells her how
beautiful she is: ''Behold, thou art , @y loves; beliold,

thou art aaet (1:215).

Shie demurs, saving, "You are the fair ome; I am mothing": "I am the
b M g b

of ; and the of

the " (2:1) (note that these were common flowers -

and apply to the bride, not the groom). Dut the groom turns around her

statement and makes a compliment of its "As the among

, S0 is my love among the daughters" (2:2). This scene

closes with the bride singing to the chorus of her love (2:3-7).

SCERL TWG: THE BRIDE RECALLS THE DAYS OF COURTSHIP IN THE SPRING Il THE
ORTIERY PART OF PALESTINE (233 -~ 3:5):

4.

The bride recalls her lover coming to her house (2:3,%) and then she

quotes him: "Rise up, =y love, my fair one, and

. For lo, the is past, the rain
is over and gonej the appear on the earthj the
time of the singing of birds is come, aand the of the

is heard in our land" (2:10-12f). He ends by

saying, ""You have been as inaccessible as a dove in the cleft of the

rocks" (2:314).

Apparently lier answer was that she lLiad been busy in the vineyard and she

asks him to help her with her chores = to help her chase out the little
i

foxess Take us thie foxes, the that

s for

" (2:15).

(50)



5. She then sings of her love (231&,17) and tells the chorus of a happy
dream where she thought she had lost her lover, but then she found him
(3:1-4). She closes with a refrain used several times in the book:s "I

charge you, G ye ' of s Dy

tiie roses, and by the hinds of the field, that ye

s NOT my love,

" (3:5; see also 237, 3:4).

SCENE THRER: THE WRITCR RECALLS THZ WEDDING DAY, WHEW THE BRIDE WAS BROUGHT TO
TUE PALACE (3:¢ - 5:1)s

o

7. Apparently 3olomon had gone with his chariot (equipped with couches) and
40 armed men to fetch her (mote 3:7-10). As the scene opens, the chorus
(inhabitants of Jerusalem) are beholding the bridal procession as it

appears afar off: "Who is this cometh out of the

like pillars of smoke...?" (3:6; see also vs. 7-11). (lote: "This" is
feminine in the Hebrew.)
3. As the trip nears its end,; Solomon sings intimately to his bride (4:1-5).

She interrupts (4£:G), but he continues: "Thou art all 9

wy love; there is " (4373

see also vs. 9-15).

131

3. OShe says she hopes she will always satisfy hims seoelet my

coue into his g

and eat his pleasant fruits" (4:10). He answers that she satisfies him
coupletely, that he could want nothing more (5:la), and then, having
apparently arrived at the palace, he invites all to the wedding feast:
"Dat, O s drink, yea, drink ’

0 " (5:1b).

SCENE FOUR: IETURNIHNG TO THE PALACE SETTIVNG. THE BRIDE SINGS OF LOVE AND
WISHES TO RETURN TO THE SCENE OF THE COURTSHIP DAYS (5:2 - 834):

10. The bride begins by telling of another dream in which it seemed her lover
was gone (5:2-8). WUhen the chorus asks her why this one is so to be
desired (5:2), she replies by singing his praises: "My beloved is white

and ruddy, the __ among

.o.s¥Yea, he 1s altogetler o

(51)



11.

This is my , and this is ny ’

0 daughters of Jerusalem" (5:10,16; see also vs. 11-15).
The chorus asks vhere he has jone (5:1) and she replies: "To the garden"
(6:2,2). Then the groowm returns and says she is the loveliest of all:

"There are queens, and

concubines, and virgins without number. My dove, my undefiled is »ut

..e511¢ 18 the one of her that bare

her..." (6:3,%; see also vs. 4~7). The chorus takes up the refrain and
they and the bride sing back and forth (chorus - (6:10; bride - ©£:l1l,12;
chorus ~ G:l3a; bride - 6:13b; chorus - 7:1-5). After the groom takes up
the theme (73G-2), the bride ways quite simplys "I am

oee' (7:10).

Finally, the bride asks if they can revisit the place of their first

love: "Come, my beloved, let us into the

field; let us lodge in the villages. Let us get up early to the
»esal would lead thee, and bring thee into wy

eoe' (7211,125 322; see also

7:13: 8:1). She closes viti a reference to his love for her and once

more speaks to the chorus (3:3,;4).

SCEWR TIVE: BACEK AT "a0ME" (8:5-14).

14.

The chorus (inhabitants) ask "Who is coming?" (8:5a). The groom points

out vhere they met: "I raised thee up

" (8:5b). Rvidently this was near

where the bride hiad been born: “...there thy mother
voa” (385¢).
In this setting, the bride asks for a pledge of eternal love and pledges

here own (836G,7). THESE WORDS SUPPLY A SORT OF KEY TO THE MESSAGE OF THE

DOOK. UWUrite these two verses out in full below and think about their

i)

ignificance. 1If possible, read them in several translations:
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. She then sings of her love (231&,17) and tells the chorus of a happy
dream where she thought she had lost her lover, but then she found him
(331-4). She closes with a refrain used several times in the book: "I

charge you, & ye ' of ' s DY

thie roses, and by the tinds of the field, that ye

s NOT mny love,

" (3:5; see also 237, 3:4).

SCENE THORER: THE WRITER RECALLS THE UEDDING DAY, WHE T THE BRIDE WAS BROUGHT 7O
21)e

3

THE PALACE (3:6 -

I

7. Apparently Sclomon had gone with his chariot (equipped with couches) and
40 armed men to fetch her (mote 3:7-10). As the scene opens, the chorus
(inhabitaunts of Jerusalem) are beholding the bridal procession as it

appears afar off: "Who is this cometh out of the

like pillars of smoke...?" (3:6; see also ve. 7-11). (Note: "This" is
feminine in the Hebrew.)
3. As the trip nears its end, Solomon sings intimately to his bride (4:1-5).

8he interrupts (4:G), but he continues: "Thou art all 9

wy love; there is " (b7

see also vs. 5-15).

5. BShe says she hopes she will always satisfy him: ceoslet wmry

come into his R

.

and eat his pleasant fruits" (4:16). He answers that she satisfies him
corpletely, that he could want nothing more (5:la), and then, hav1np
apparently arrived at the palace, lhie invites all to the wedding feast:
"Sat, O ‘ s drink, yea, drink s

0 ' " (5:1b).

SCENE POUR: PETURNING TO THE PALACE SETTING. THE BRIDE SIIGS OF LOVE AND
VISHES TO RETURN TO THE SCENIE OF THE COURTSHIP DAYS (532 - 8:4):

10. The bride begins by telling of another dream in vhich it seemed her lover
was gone (5:2-8§). When the chorus asks her why this one is so to be
desired (5:92), she replies by singing hkis praises: "Iy beloved is vhite

and ruddy, the _ among

....Yea, he is altogether .

(51)



This is =y ' , and this is ny »

0 daughters of Jerusalem" (5:10,163 see also vs. 11-15).
11. 7he chorus asks where he has sone (5:1) and she replies: "To the garden"
(6:2,2). Then the groom returns and says she is the loveliest of all:

“"There are queens, and

concubines, and virgins without number. iy dove, my undefiled is but

.ss.site 1s the one of her that bare

her..." (633,95 see also vs. 4-7), The chorus takes up the refrain and

they and the bride sing back and forth (chorus - G:10; bride - £311,123

chorus - G:l3a; bride — 6313b; chorus - 731-5). After the groom taies up

the theme (7:G-0), the bride ways quite simply: "I am
ceo' (7:10).

12. Tinally, the bride asks if they can revisit the place of their first

T

love: "Come, my beloved, let us , into the

field; let us lodge in the villages. Let us get up early to the
we..I would lead thee, and bring thee into my

eoo' (7211,12; 3325 see also

7:¢13: B8:l1). She closes wvitn a reference to his love for her and once

uore speaks to the chorus (3:3,4).

SCRUR FIVE: BACK AT "HOME" (8:5-14).

13. The chorus (inhabitants) ask "Who is coming?" (8:5a). The groom points

out where they met: "I raised thee up

" (8:5b), BRvidently this was near

vhere the bride had been born: "...there thy wmother
eoo (325c).
14, 7T this setting, the bride asks for a pledge of eternal love and pledges

nere own (8:6,7). THESE WORD3 SUPPLY A SORT OF XEY TO THE MEGSAGE OF THE

BOOK. Write these two verses out in full below and think about their

significance. 1If possible, read them in several translations:

(52)



Uote if you please that the emphasis is mot on physical love only (which
is mentioned frequently throughout the book), but on a DEEP, ADIDIHC LOVE

o~

- a love that will express itself in physical ways - but also a love that

lastg, a love that will strive to always "work things out.”

To "wrap up thie book": The bride mentions her little sister (3:8) and the
groon says she will be cared for (2:9). The bride says, '"Tven so have I

been cared for (83:10-12). The groom asks her to sing: "Thou that

oo

dvellest iu the gardens, the companions hearken to thy

cause ne to " (8:13). Then she repeats a

portion of the song given earlier - going back to those early days of

love: "Make haste, and be thou like

to a or to a upon the

nountains of spices" (2:14). And with that, the story (and the song)

ends.
FOR DISCU33ION (as time permits)

Discuss the various ways to interpret the book. Consider thiss Is it
absolutely necessary to decide between ithem?

Do you feel there is any need to discuss more the theme of married love
that is often referred to in this book? Do parents often fall down here?
Why do you suppose this is so? Do you feel children should learn of
"sex" from the gutter or from their parents?

The reference to the "little foxes”™ (2:15) has been used in many sermons
~ as an illustration of the "little" things that are so destructive in
our lives. Since the emphasis in this lesson has been on marriage and
married love, can you think of any "little foxes'" that can destroy hap-
plness in that area? How about "little foxes™ in the church? "Little

foxes" in our personal lives?
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L
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LESSON THIRTEEN

REVIEY

GUUERAL QUESTIONS

Is the "poetry" of these five books a rhyming of words or a rhytha of

thought? .

Job deals with (underline right answer): (1) The problem of riches, (2)
the problem of suffering, (3) the problem of brotherly love.

"patience." WUhich sentence best characterizes him:

Job is noted for his
(1) He meekly accepted everything that happened without question, (2) he

was full of questions, he sometimes "spouted off," but he still "kept on"
in spite of his lack of understanding.

Job's "friends" thought he had suffered all of his troubles because: (1)

he had been rich, (2) the Lord was testing him, (3) of his sins.

Did Job end up getting twice as much as he had lost - in every respect?

°

Is there purpose in everything that happens? : . Is man
smart enough to always see that purpose? . UWhat then
should man do? .

PSALIS:

10.

11.

The word Psalm basically neans .

The main writer of the Psalms was .

The earliest contributor to the Psalms was probably .
The last was probably .

Hatch the types of parallelism with the proper definition.

Synonymous Continues the thought in the neut line.
Antithetic Has the same thought in the next line.
Synthetic Has the opposite idea in the nexzt line.

"Selah" probably means: (1) About the same as "amen," (2) to get louder,
(3) to pause (be quiet).
(54)



PROVERBS

12. The wmain writer of tihe Proverbs was .

13. Tradition has it that he wrote the Proverbs while: (1) Young, (2)
middle-aged, (3) old.

14, MName at least one other writer that contributed something to the hooks

15. A great deal of the book is addressed to a special group. Were these
older people or younger people? .

16. The following trait is pérsonified (treated as though a person) in the
first part of the book: (1) Wisdom, (2) success, (3) industry.

ECCLESTIASTES

17. The word "ecclesiastes" literally means: (1) Happiness, (2) holy, (3) a
kind of "preacher."

13. The author of this book was ' .

19. This book tells of his search for: (1) Success, (2) happiness, (3)
riches.

20, Tradition has it that the author wrote this book while: (1) Young, (2)
niddle-aged, (3) old.

21. In vhich of the following did the author finally find vhat he was looking

for? (1) Wisdom, (2) riches and regal living, (3) prominence, power, and
prestige, (4) earthly, forbidden pleasures;, (5) devoticn to duty here and

preparation for the life to come.

SOiIG OF DOLOMOW:

22.
23.

2‘{-.

N
i

This is a song about: (1) The temple, (2) love, (3) Solomon's many wives.

The song tells the story of a wedding. The grooun is .

Tradition has it that this was written wiile the author was: (1) Young,
(2) middle-aged, (3) old.

One lesson to be gained from the book is that sex is (1) a rather "dirty"
thing no matter where found, (2) a very beautiful and needful thing in
the framework of a scriptural marriage, (3) a matter of little

importance.

(55)



Pelowr
five

the b

QUESTIORS OM THE TEXY

is a list of more-or-less familiar passages, all of them taken from the
books we have been studying. After each scripture, write in the name of

ook from which it was taken:

", ..the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of

the Lord" o

"Ilessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly..."

°

]
wd
o

]
)

(L]
D

"There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are

(=]

the ways of death" .

"Wanity of vanity...all is vanity" .

"mehold, thou art fair, my love; behold thou art fair..."

-

"0 nhow love I thy law! It is my meditation all the day"

Lo
o

"ohe fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom...”

L
[

"I an the rose of Sharon, and the 1lily of the valleys"

" . .the voice of the turtle is heard in our land"

3%.

&g,
&1,
L2,

"The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want" .
iy God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?..." .
"If a man die, shall he live again?...” .

", ..though after....vorms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see

God" .

"Jisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy

getting get understanding' .
"Set me as a seal upon thine heart..." .
", ..there is no new thing under the sun" .

"jho can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies"

43,
L,

", ..for our vines have tender grapes" .

"Train up a child in the way hLe should go...." .

~
(W]
h
Nt



45, "ilherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking thereto

according to thy word"

46. "Remember nov thy Creator in the days of thy youth...."

47. "...niserable comforters are ye all"

43. "Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many days"

49, '"The heavens declare the glory of God..."

50. "Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his
comaandnents: for this is the whole duty of mawn'

-

Wumber right: .




ANSHWERS

(Other than Scripture quotations)

LESSOW QiR

1. tWords, thought.

2. Flood, sun (and the moon), around 20C at least.

3. Usz.

4, Suffering.

5. 1o, patient or steadfast ENDURANCE (one fellow said, it means to keep on

keeping on).

[y

. Prose (prose is writing that is not poetry).

pe)

. Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, Fophar the Naamathite.
1. Seven

11. Poetry.

12. Job.

3. Dead.

LESS0N TWO:

1. Buffering, sin, no.
&. That his arm would fall off.
7. Elihu, young, daysman.

13. Cosmology and geology, biology. I counted 58 different questions, but
the exact number is not the important thing.

14. "I cannot answer; I an going to keep quiet.”

15. Behemoth, leviathan,

16. Of bragging too much on his oun righteousness.

17. Prose.

13, Job had been right. They had to offer a sacrifice and have Job pray for
then.

19, Gave Job twice as much as before, no, 140 years.

20, Suffering.

21. Sin.

2. Yes.
23. Wo.
24, "The latter end better than the beginning.”
25. TPAITH!

(53)






10.
11.

14,

16.

"Songs" (sometimes with musical accompanirent).

David.

Words, thought, parallelisa.

The heavens show God's greatness.

God knows the way of the righteous (therefore, they will be blessed), but

the ungodly will perish.

It is perfect and it converts the souly it is sure and it makes wise the

iguorant.
5; Book 1 - Psalwms 1-41§ Took 2 - Tsalms 42-72; Rook 3 - Psalms 73-359%

Bool: & - Psalms 80-10%; Book 5 — Psalms 107-150.

Ezra; some highlights to me are: the progression of wickedness (vs. 1),
the righteous like a tree (vs. 3), but the important thing is what are
the highlights for you?

Selah.

"out of the mouth of babes"; many people use the immensity of space to
try to reason that surely we are not a "special creation" (and sometimes
to theorize about life on other planets in an effort to destroy faith) -
but David uses the immensity of space to comment on the greatness of God
and His goodness to man (it's all in your outlook!); another interesting

' in verse 3.

point to me is the reference to "the paths of the sea'
"God's gentleman" (1) strives to live rishtly, (2) tries to be a good
neighbor, (3) tries to be just in all his dealings, (4) never tries to

take advantage of another, etc.

Acts 2:25-2%, the Resurrection (and Ascension and Glorification).

Verse 1: the cry of Jesus on the crossj verses 6-3: the mob mocking Hims
verse 15: fils cry, "I thirst"s verse 16: the crucifixion itself; verse
13: casting lots for His seamless cloalk.

1 suppose verse 4 is the most conforting to most people. Verse 2a is
very meaningful to me personally. What about you?

The angels with Christ shout, "Open the doors; the King is coming!" Those
wvithin say, "Who is this King?" Those outside say, 'He is the Lord," aund
then they again say, "Open the doors!" Again those within say, "Who is
this king?" and they reply, 'He is the Lord of Hosts!"

1

Verses 1,4,3, and 14 are all 'special” to me. What verse is special to

you?

"rhe voice of the Lord."






LEGSON FOUR:

1.
2.

loses,; Lzra, 1100 vears.

Creation, promise to Abraham and lLis descendants, story of Joseph,
crossing Red Sea, into land of promise, people go into idolatry,
captivity.

Heart.

David,

Javelin, window, image {(idol).

Gath.

Acted like he was crazy, foamed at the mouth, etc.

Verse 203 verse 8,12, and 13 are good verses. Uhat about you?
“ipli.

Salt, 13,000, Joab.

Ararmaharaim and Aramzobah, 12,000, apparently not, yes, yes.
Bathsheba, Wathan.

Verse 5a.

LESSOIl FIVE:

11.
12.

24,

John 2:13-17; Cleansing the teumple.

Romans 15:3; Christ's obedience even unto death (Hle Pleased not iimself).
John 19:28,2%; Offering Hiwm vinegar.

Nonans 11:92,10; The Jews' rejection of Christ (md later, of Christianity
also).

Ephesians 4:8; The Ascension of Christ.

Acts 1316-223 Judas' apostacy (and replacepent).

Plagues - vs. 43-51; Manna ~ vs. 243 Wates from rock = vs. 153 Pillar of

cloud - vs. 143 Into land - vs. 55; Messiah through Judah and David - vs,

65,7C.

Psa. 1:3 - Wo. 143 Psa. 9:1 - To. 562; Psa. 1ll:l - No. 5435 Psa. 19:7-13
- Wo. 2403 Psa. 12:14 - Wo. 136§ Psa. 23 - Mo. 509; Psa. 45:3 - To. 135

(Chorus); Psa. 119:2 - io. 309; Psa. 119337 - Ho. 240 (Chorus); Psa., 143
- lo. 535

10003 vs. 4.
(60)
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5.

iz.
13.
14,
15.

16.

2 N
Lo ™
o

=
£

250

?.’.
SRS

25.

70 years; 50 yearss vs. 103 120 years.
¥s. 12-143 (1) planted, (2) growing, (3) bearing fruit, (4) bearing mere

fruit as grow older.

Vs. 13 vs. 4.

Vs, 23 to Godj; no.

Fear.

Christ.

We become like that which we worship.

The death of one of ¥is saints; for one prepared, death is a homegoing -
it is a time when God is united with His owm.

Romans 15:¢11.

"Mis mercy endureth for ever.”

Yes, God.

Strength, song, and salvatiom.

"This is the day the Lord hath made"; don't let your fear of tomorrow
destroy your ability to enjoy today.

Triuvmphal entry.

Vs. 22.

Verse 1 - "law"j verse 2 - "testimonies"; verse 3 - 'ways'; verse 4 -

"srecepts': verse 5 — “statutes™; verse 6 - Ycommandments''; verse 7 -
b 9 3

"judgments'; verse ¢ - "word."

Aleph, Deth.

Nide the word in our heart (by reading, studying, meditating, and
nerorizing).

Afflicted; learn the statutes; during times of affliction (especially
illness), (1) we often realize our need of God, (2) we have time to read
and study, and (3) we have time to really "get our bearings."

Light.

It should be noted that some of the questions in this lesson are thought

questions. In the ansvers above, the author has given some of his thoughts.

These are given, not because they are infallible, but to stimulate your OWI

thinkiug.






1. Degree, David, Solounou.

2. Heaven, hell ("sheol" - the grave), utteruocst parts of the sea, darkness.

LESSON EIGHT:

1. Hezekiah, Agur, Lemuel.

2. 3000, 1005, only 3 (unless some of the anonymous psalms are his).
3. Jewels.

¢, "y soun."

7. OSpeaking, building a house.

e Yes.

10. Loves.

11. Yes.

12. ‘Yeart.
13. Ho.

14, The ant.
15. tlo.

16. A proud loolk, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart
that devises wicked thoughts, feet that are swift to run to mischief, a
false witness, one whio sows discord awmong brethren.

17. Ho.

13. Hell.

¢, Yes (he will love you for it).

26, A wicked person (a harlot).

1. Ulo.

2. ZBavy.

3. Righteousness.

4, Pride, a haughty spirit, "pride poeth before a fall."
5. Self.

5. "A merry heart" (or laughter, etc.).

7. Wine, strong drink, ves.
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10.
11.
12,
13.
14,

15.

A good name.

10 ~ at all times.
Being friendly.

A soft answer.
Yes.

Yes.

Yes.

Love.

Talk too much.

.

o (whether a thing is true is not

Is it helpfel?).
Keep your mouth shut.

Yes; they are quickly gone.
"Ion't despise your mother when

Truth, yes.

the only criteria; we should also ask,

she is old"; yes.

Those who drink; "bites like anm adder.”

Ho.

Poverty.

"Apples of gold in pictures of silver"; "adding wood to the fire"; fools.

HNo.
Ho.
Ho.

Vision.

Lest Le steal; lest he feel self-satisfied and deny God.

Lnts, conies, locusts, spiders (or "lizards" in some translationms).

Favor, beauty, the woman that fears the Lord.

LESSON ELEVE:

1.
10.

~

e

Solomon.
Ho.

Serving.

(¢3)






14, Yes - to live with her joyfully, to love her.
17. VYes,

13, Ho.

2. OQur thioughts are known to God.
20. That good will ultimately return to us,
21. Yes.

22. While young.

LESSON TWELVE:

Lesson twelve has no answers other than scripture quotations.

CEil:
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Lesson thirteen is a review. The answers are found in the previous

lessons.

(G4)






